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The Effect of Using Self-Regulated Learning Strategies on
Pronunciation Accuracy of lranian EFL Learners

Nahid Samari
MA TEFL of Tehran Markazi University

Abstract

The aim of the present study was to investigate the effects of self-regulated learning
strategies on pronunciation accuracy of intermediate English as a Foreign Language
(EFL) learner. The research design contained quantitative data collection procedures.
The present study was true-experimental study, with pretest-posttest design, which
contained two variables, self-regulated learning strategies, pronunciation accuracy. To
attain the purpose of the study, 60 Iranian intermediate EFL learners were selected. The
participants were randomly classified to experimental and control groups. The control
group underwent a traditional based instruction but the experimental group was taught
self-regulation learning strategies. The findings of the study indicated that using self-
regulated learning strategies had a significant effect on learners' pronunciation
accuracy. The results also demonstrated that the experimental group had better
performance in comparison with control group in pronunciation accuracy test since they
made fewer errors. The findings have implications for pedagogy as well as further
research. Language instructors can use the results of the present research to help their
learners to improve their pronunciation accuracy. Moreover, language teachers can use
self-regulated learning strategies as a tool to help their students to become more
proficient in language learning and try to use it in the classroom.

Key Words: EFL learners, Pronunciation accuracy, Self-regulation learning strategies .
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Foucauldian Power and Resistance in Hilary Mantel’s “The
Assassination of Margaret Thatcher”

Hadi Vakili ", Asghar Bikas?®

IM.A. Student of Urmia University

2M.A. Student of Urmia University
Abstract
Hilary Mantel is an outstanding figure in English literature whose works get positive
reviews from critics all over the world. This study analyzes one of Mantels remarkable
short story, “The Assassination of Margaret Thatcher”. Although many of Mantel’s
works have been investigated from various perspectives, this story has not been studied
from a Foucauldian point of view. This investigation reveals the power relation between
characters and exposes Mantel’s depiction of resistance to power in Foucauldian
manner. The findings further suggest that the assassin in the short story is a sample of
a great resistance in Ireland to the power of Margaret Thatcher.
Keywords: “Hilary Mantel”, “The Assassination of Margaret Thatcher”,” Michel
Foucault”, “Power”, “Resistance”.
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The Effect of Technological Instruction on Learners’ Identity
Construction

Leili Palashi

Ministry of Education, Kerman
Abstract
The purpose of this study was to compare the impact of technology-integrated and
traditional instruction on social identity of English language learners. Over 5 months,
two groups of 26 learners (13 students in each group) were exposed to two forms of
technological instruction and traditional method of teaching. The instruction was based
on doing technological projects. In the technology-integrated group, the projects were
done using technology potentials, and in the traditional group, the projects were done
using classroom potentials. Both groups received 20-week vocabulary training in the
beginning 20 minutes of each conversation class but in different ways. Pre-tests and
post-tests were used to measure learners’ improvements in vocabulary development and
social identity level. The results revealed that the learners involved in technology-
integrated instruction proved superior compared to the traditional learning group in their
English vocabulary and social identity. It showed that projects done in technology-
integrated environments surpassed the projects done in traditional learning contexts.
The findings suggested that technology-integrated projects were more effective than
traditional ones, possibly due to the enticing features of technology that enhance
learners' motivation and interest.
Keywords: project-based learning, social identity, technology-integrated, traditional
learning, vocabulary development
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EFL 7" Grade Textbook Evaluation

Leili Palashi
Ministry of Education, Kerman

Abstract

Developing four skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing). in language learning
is the main purpose for learning English as a foreign language (EFL), In this way the
learners develop their skills faster. Teachers and textbooks as the important sources of
materials in EFL education play vital roles to improve students' language skills.
Improving language skills need learners' active participation. The present study
evaluated the 7™ grade pre high school English textbook based on 3 EFL/ESL textbook
evaluation schemes as the corpus research. Ansary (2002). In this study, a descriptive
qualitative approach, using content analysis of the textbook, was used to evaluate
Iranian 7™ -grade pre high school English textbook Prospect 1 in terms of above
schemes. This research is a case study that determine the overall pedagogical value and
suitability of the book towards students’ needs. For this purpose, the researcher carried
out the evaluation process through observation and note taking. The 3 EFL/ESL textbook
evaluation schemes served as the corpus of the present study. Based on the findings, it is
suggested appropriate language skills activities should be included that in Iranian
seventh grade English textbook to enable learners to interact accurately in this, study
provides some helpful guidance which might be useful for Iranian English language
material developers and teachers of seventh-grade pre high school to reconsider the
textbook content.

Key words: EFL, textbook, evaluation, seventh grade, pre high school.

17



14t jemational Conference on

g@ Language, Literature,

ol i oS o0
g /" Culture and History Studies [

PN T, AR e e e ) Y

14 th International Conference on Language , Literature ,Culture and History Studies

An Investigation on the Effect of Project-Based Learning on
Vocabulary Development in Nemune Farhikhtegan High School
In Kahnuyj

Leili Palashi

Ministry of Education, Kerman
Abstract
The purpose of this study was to investigate the impact of Project-Based Learning on
vocabulary development of English language learners. To this end, an experimental
approach using two groups of participants (i.e. experimental and control) was
employed. The experimental group was taught using the PBL method while the control
group was taught using the conventional or traditional method This research carried out
during 7 months, two groups of 30 learners (15 students in each group) were exposed
to project-based instruction and traditional method. Both groups received 24-week
vocabulary training in the beginning 30 minutes of each conversation class but in
different ways. Pre-tests and post-tests were used to measure learners’ improvements in
vocabulary development level. The results revealed that the learners involved in
Project-Based Learning proved superior compared to the traditional learning group in
their English vocabulary. It shows that projects done in Project-Based Learning surpass
the activities done in traditional learning contexts. The findings suggest that projects
are more effective than traditional ones, it may be due to the enticing features of project
that enhance learners' motivation and interest.
Keywords: Project-based, Learning, Traditional Learning, Vocabulary, EFL ,High
School, Students,Development.
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A discussion about the impact of the Persian culture on the
Arabic literature

Naser Gharekhani
Assistant Professor of Bu- Ali Sina University

Abstract

Iran's relationship with the Arab world has been complex and multifaceted over the
centuries. While there have been periods of conflict and tension, there have also been
long periods of cultural and intellectual exchange. Persian culture has had a profound
impact on the Arab world, particularly in the areas of literature, philosophy, and the
arts. For example, Persian mythology has had a significant impact on Arabic literature,
particularly during the Islamic Golden Age. The story of the Shahnameh and the many
mythical figures it contains, such as Rustam and the Simurgh, have become an
important part of Arabic literature, and continue to inspire writers and storytellers to
this day. In this essay, we present some of the most important evidences of the influence
of Iranian culture and literature on Arabic literature in the past and present.

Keywords : Persian literature, Arabic language, Influence, Relationship
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Learner-Directed Model Impact on e-Learning

Leila Heidaripanah
University Polytechnic of Valencia (UPV)

Abstract

Striking a balance between the degree of control a student exerts and the amount of
active or passive direction provided by the learning environment to support, and
motivate the learner is a difficult challenge. This study looks into students who actively
take charge of their education, and receive little to no support from the online learning
environment. A ‘Learner-directed model” was used for the Experimental Group and a
“Linear model “was given to the Control Group. Experiential Learning Theory (ELT)
and Self-Regulated Learning (SRL) theory served as the foundation for the
development of the model. Based on the Learner-directed model for the Experimental
Group, one unit of material from an online Introduction to Java Programming course
has been modified. A total of 35 volunteers (N = 35) participated in the study, and they
were randomly assigned to one Experimental Group and one Control Group. The
following tools were utilized to evaluate students' domain knowledge, meta-knowledge,
and attitudes for their overall learning experience: pre/posttests, surveys, follow-up
interviews, and log file analysis. The findings indicated that students in the experimental
group with the learner-directed model experienced overall learning at a higher level and
had better attitudes than students in the control group.

Keywords: “Self-regulated learning”, “learner-directed model”, “learner preferences”,
“instructional design”, “learning design”.
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Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory

Zahra Rahnama

Abstract

Through this paper, I revisit L. S. Vygotsky’s (1896-1934) sociocultural theory of the mind and
learning. This theory situated individual mentality in a larger cultural-historical setting. Vygotsky’s
sociocultural theory was influential in education settings. | review the potential contribution of
Vygotsky’s theory into educational phenomena. Besides, I try to reflect and criticise this theory.

L. S. Vygotsky’s context of his work

Lev Semyonovich Vygotsky entered the State University of Moscow in 1917. He was interested in
language and literature, although he was interested in philosophy and many scientific fields. His career
as a psychologist lasted only from 1924 utill his death from tuberculosis at 37 in 1934. Through his life,
he carried out an extensive research program on higher mental functioning, studied medicine, produced
many papers. In his last years, Vygotsky was accused of individualism and he was blamed for mass
intelligence testing. Two years after his death, research on child development was banned and
suppressed Vygotsky’s works and all Psychology journals (Smagorinsky, 2009).

Since 1960, Vygotsky and sociocultural theory have received growing attention outside Russia. The
impact of sociocultural theory grows further, especially in educational settings. Debatably, Vygotsky’s
work united the social and individual realms in psychology and also provided an alternative to the high
individualism. His sociocultural theory tried to fill a gap in the social sciences. It was important since
Vygotsky remains relevant while near contemporaries such as Ivan Pavlov and William James have
largely slipped from sight.Vygotskian theory has rooted in German philosophy from Kant to Hegel, and
Marx and Engels. From Marx, he adopted his methodological approach, grounded in the ‘philosophy
of internal relations’ (Ortell, 2015) that Marx had adapted from Hegel and was the foundation of Marx’s
dialectical method. Vygotsky’s research was focused on practical applications to education and
medicine. The research program was ranging from the neurological mechanisms to the evolution of
social language in historical settings. Vygotsky was the first modern psychologist to suggest the
mechanisms by which culture becomes part of each person’s nature. In his notion that the mind “should
be understood in terms of a Marxist theory of the history of human society, he laid the foundation for a
unified behavioural science”.
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Sky myth in the Persian mythology

Mohammad Taheri", Hamid Aghajani?®
LAssociate Professor of Bu Ali Sina University
2Member of the academic staff of the Ministry of Science, Research and Technology

Abstract

Sky myths are a common theme in many cultures around the world, and they typically
involve stories and beliefs about the heavens above. In many cultures, the sky is seen
as a realm of the gods, a place where divine beings reside and where important events
take place. The Persian mythology has a rich tradition of sky myths, which have been
handed down through generations. Heaven is conceived as the symbol and name of the
Supreme Being. This is the case among the Chinese, Mongols,the Sumerians, and
especially, among the occupants of the Afro- Asiatic downs and the herding peoples.
The Indo- European languages employ the terms Devah, Dyaus, Die, Tivar, Zeus, Deus,
Diespiter, and Jupiter to designate the creator and lord of all effects. Side by side with
the active deification of the Supreme God of Heaven there's a tendency to make him a
Deus otiosus( as in Africa) and to concentrate on the active deification of other religious
marvels that feel to be closer and to play a further central part in diurnal life. Sky myths
in Persian mythology often symbolize the power and majesty of the gods, and serve as
a way to explain the workings of the natural world. This essay will explore the various
sky myths in Persian mythology, their significance, and their impact on Persian culture.
Keywords: mytology, sky, Mithra Persian myths, divine.
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A sociolinguistic perspective in the analysis of english textbooks:
development of a checklist

Zahra Rahnama

Abstract

The current study aims to prepare a checklist for teachers and researchers in order to
analyze English as a second or foreign language textbooks from a sociolinguistic
perspective. There is no checklist or framework for English textbooks to be evaluated
concerning the sociolinguistics issues. After obtaining expert opinion and a piloting on
eight textbooks used in state schools in Turkey, a checklist consisting 6 criteria was
suggested. Then, the check list was applied on the 9th grade English book to
demonstrate how the checklist can be utilized. The findings show that from a
sociolinguistic perspective, the book in focus occasionally conforms to the
sociolinguistic concerns while it needs some qualitative improvements. The textbook
should pay more attention to the linguistic ecology and adjust its contents so as to
compensate for the foreign language status of English. This study contributes to the
literature by providing a checklist to evaluate textbooks systematically with regard to
essential sociolinguistic issues and it demonstrates the application of the checklist.

Key words: Sociolinguistic textbook evaluation, English textbooks, intercultural
communicative competence, English language teaching.
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Comparative assessment of Google and Targoman translation
machines in terms of adverb translation from English to Persian

Samin Salajegheh
Allameh Tabataba’i University

Abstract

Online machine translators provide users with translator models based on their
previously incorporated corpus. Different works have been done in this field yet
machines have some deficiencies needing to improve. The goal of this paper was to
evaluate and compare two free translation machines which are Google
(https://translate.google.com/) and Targoman (https://targoman.ir/) in terms of
translating English adverbs into Persian and suggest the more qualified machine. It was
done according to Doug Arnold’s quality assessment method which considers elements
of intelligibility, accuracy, error analysis and test suit. The study contained a test suite
of 64 English sentences which were categorized based on the types of adverbs they
included. In some cases, Targoman was more similar to the acceptable or reference
translation but in total, Google was more accurate in specifying the adverbs and could
present more pleasing equivalences. The ultimate correctness percentage of the
translated adverbs of Google were 93.75% and this percentage for Targoman was
79.68% .In some cases, the translated sentence was natural and acceptable in the target

language (Intelligible as Arnold says) but having a partial view to the translation of
adverb, it was not properly translated (the element of accuracy) or even vice versa.
Meanwhile, both machines were helpful in most of the cases alongside their problems.

Keywords: Adverb, Google translate, Machine, Reference, Targoman translate
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Harold Pinter and Anti-humanism: An Althusserian Reading of
his Plays

Abdolhossein Joodaki, !, Akram Ramezanzadeh?, Masoume Afzali 3
!Dep. of English, Lorestan University, Khoramabad, Iran
2 Dep. of English, Lorestan University, Khoramabad, Iran
3Dep. Of English, Lorestan University, Khoramabad, Iran

Abstract

The aim of the current essay is to investigate Althusser’s mode of antthumanism and
his theory of ideology in Harold Pinter’s plays including The Hothouse and Party Time.
Althusser’s method of antihumanism i1s shown in his structuralist Marxism that refuses
any form of anthropology or values related to the human freedom. His antihumanism is
vividly shown against the background of the Marxist subjects. Regarding
antihumanism, some other concepts become significant which include ISA, RSA, and
Interpellation. The researcher traces there concepts within the play. In the beginning,
the researcher traces the notion of antihumanism in The Hothouse and then the functions
of both ISA and RSA are investigated. In the last part of the play, the researcher
investigates how characters are hailed through interpellation. Another key aspect of the
essay iIs to show refutation of ideological states in all the plays. Accordingly, Pinter
visits doctors whenever they have time.

Key words: ISA, RSA, Antihumanism, Althusser, Interpellation.
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The Gesture of the Statue

Mina Delnavaz
KU Leuven

Abstract

In this paper | attempt to discuss the role of gesture in cinema, specifically in the
analysis and interpretation of statues within film with an eye to Agamben’s theories on
gesture. Just as Agamben argues the key role of gesture and the necessity of its
restoration through the cinematic art to the age that has replaced gestures with
representations, | intend to show that replacing image with gesture, or rather cracking
the image open to reveal the gesture within vastly influences our perception of film and
the works of art that it contains. | am particularly interested in the implementations of
statues in films since the sculpture is the perfect instance of a gesture frozen in time and
implemented in movies merely as an image. | believe dissecting the frozen gesture of
the statue will provide a more concrete understanding of what it means to reveal
gestures within images and representations.

Keywords: “Sculpture”, “Gesture”, “Moving image”, “Giorgio Agamben”, “Antonin
Artaud”, “Future Clone”, “Fritz Scholder”.
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Lunacy and Alienation on the Bridge

Mina Delnavaz
KU Leuven

Abstract

In this paper | will attempt to analyze one of the most well-known works of the brilliant
Norwegian painter, Edvard Munch. Four Girls on a Bridge is an expressionist work of
art painted in many different versions throughout Munch’s career. I will focus on the
1905 painting exploring themes of insanity, death, and purity. The paper offers an
overall biography of the painter himself providing insights on the personal aspects of
this painting, and consequently, moves on to address some of the scholarly debates
surrounding the painting combined with the author’s personal interpretation of the work
based on the data presented.

Keywords:“Edvard Munch”, “Girls on a bridge”, “Painting”, “Nietzsche”, “Memento
mori”, “Insanity”
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Unhardened Form: Actors in Pirandello’s Six Characters In
Search of An Author

Fatemeh Mirkazemiyan?, Amirhossein Hashemi?, Mina Delnavaz®
!Katholieke Universiteit Leuven (KUL)
2\/rije Universiteit Brussel (VUB)
3Katholieke Universiteit Leuven (KUL)

Abstract

Prandello’s Six Characters In Search of An Author is a hallmark of Absurdist
metatheatre. Right in the opening scene, the actors assemble for rehearsal. Their
portrayal is insignificant, and this is only emphasized by the grand entrance of the
“characters.” The play underwent changes from its beginning stage in 1921, and these
changes increasingly portrayed the “characters” as completely distinguished from the
“actors.” In his 1925 essay PIRANDELLO CONFESSES..., Pirandello aims to address
“why” and “how” he wrote the play. His argument revolves around the characters as
would be expected, but underlying this emphasis on the character is a lingering tension
regarding the actors. Their existence rejects explanation, so Pirandello doesn’t attempt
it. Here, we aim to take a magnifying look at the actors of a play that doesn’t want us
to, and evaluate the implications of their insignificant yet certain presence when it
comes to the life of ourselves.

Keywords: “Pirandello,” “Characters,” “Actors,” “Audience,” “Author,” “Play Vs
Reality,” “Stage Vs Life.”
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Dialectics at the Coast of Utopia:Interruptions and Situations in
Tom Stoppard’s Trilogy

Fatemeh Mirkazemiyan

Katholieke Universiteit Leuven (KUL)
Abstract
Tom Stoppard’s “The Coast of Utopia” is an epic 9-hour trilogy. Consisting of three
parts, “Voyage,” “Shipwreck,” and “Salvage,” Stoppard takes us to pre-revolution
Russia in a span of 30 years and with around 70 characters, most of whom are Russian
revolutionary intellectuals. The material of Stoppard’s plays doesn’t require a spectator
to engage in willing suspension of disbelief. His is a theatre of ideas “forced to invent
characters to express those ideas.” Thus, his characters don’t plead for the sympathy of
their audience either. Stoppard instead invites his spectator to question the situations he
reveals as he toys with the ideas at hand. This places Stoppard’s theatre in proximity to
Bertolt Brecht’s Epic theatre as it was interpreted by Walter Benjamin, and in this paper,
I intend to observe the moments of “situation” and “interruption” as they arise in
Stoppard’s play, identifying their function according to Benjamin’s understanding of
the aims of Epic theatre.
Keywords: “Walter Benjamin,” “Tom Stoppard,” “Epic Theatre,” “The Coast of
Utopia,” “Bertolt Brecht,” “Dialectics”
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The Attitudes of M. A. Candidates of TEFL Toward Flipped-
Teaching: A Mixed-Method Study

Nima Yamrali', Hamed Zarabi?
M. A. Student in TEFL, Islamic Azad University, Gonbad Kavoos branch
2M. A. Student in TEFL, Islamic Azad University, Gonbad Kavoos branch

Abstract

Flipped teaching involves relocating lecture material from in-person class time to before
class. Over the past few years, emphasis has been placed on the potential benefits of
flipped learning, which involves students participating actively in the learning process.
However, little research has been done to determine how M. A. students of TEFL feel
about flipped learning. Examining Iranian students' perceptions of flipped learning was
the goal of the current study. In order to achieve this, 30 M. A. candidates of TEFL from
the Islamic Azad University in Gonbad Kavoos, Iran, were randomly chosen from a
pool of applicants, with the age range of the participants being 24 to 52. An attitude
guestionnaire's frequencies and percentages were looked at. Frequency analyses
revealed that the TEFL students who participated in the study had a positive attitude
toward flipped learning and agreed that it was useful to them in many ways. Also, a
semi-structured interview with half of the participants was conducted to get their
feelings toward flipped teaching even more precise. The interview analysis revealed
that, in general, the participants had a favorable attitude toward the experiment and
revealed that flipped teaching can lead to problem-solving outside the class,
collaboration with the instructor and classmates, a sense of being valued, and
predictability of the lessons which can result in the reduction of their stress. Finally, the
EFL students, university instructors, teacher trainers, and syllabus designers may be
impacted by the findings.

Keywords: “Flipped-teaching, Flipped-learning, Flipped-classroom, Attitudes”.

30



14t jemational Conference on

— PO [ X | ISR | Y. VPV g8 Y 2
@ Language, Literature f
gy, Culture and History Studies S8 o liwrf | )0 g Rid b ety ol
Aﬂ:ﬁ/ W W, it March, 2023 | “LJA

14 th International Conference on Language , Literature ,Culture and History Studies

Hidden Reasons behind the Plagiarism of Iranian TEFL
University Students in Their Studies: A Qualitative Study

Dr. Vahid Ghorbanit, Mehrnoosh Mashmool?, Golshad Daliche Ata®, Hamed Zarabi*
Ph.D. of ELT, Instructor at Islamic Azad University of Gonbad Kavoos
2M. A. Student in TEFL, Islamic Azad University, Gonbad Kavoos branch
3M. A. Student in TEFL, Islamic Azad University, Gonbad Kavoos branch
4M. A. Student in TEFL, Islamic Azad University, Gonbad Kavoos branch

Abstract

In recent years, the issue of plagiarism has received a lot of attention from the academic
world. The factors that overtly or covertly contribute to the growth of plagiarism among
graduate TEFL students in Iran were investigated in this study. In order to accomplish
this, the researchers conducted a semi-structured interview with 20 graduate students
studying English language teaching to ascertain their perceptions of the underlying
causes of plagiarism. Based on the data collected from the content analysis procedure,
the main causes of plagiarism among TEFL students include ‘low English proficiency’,
‘lack of time’, ‘lack of support from the instructor’, ‘lack of interest in the topic,
‘laziness or a lack of motivation’, and ‘the use of science as a market for money making.
The current study is of high significance since it has vital implications for academics
teaching in higher education, TEFL university students, curriculum developers, and
EAP/ESP specialists.

Keywords: Plagiarism, TEFL students, Writing proficiency, Higher education.
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The Relationship among Iranian Advanced EFL Learners’
Speaking, Writing, and Grammatical Competence: A
Quantitative Study

Hamed Zarabi
M. A. Student in TEFL, Islamic Azad University, Gonbad Kavoos branch

Abstract

To determine whether students' syntactic knowledge can influence their productive
skills, this study examined the relationship between advanced EFL students' syntactic
knowledge and their writing and speaking proficiency. A total of 50 advanced students
( males and females) between the ages of 20 and 27 were chosen to take part in the
study. Four tests, including a placement test, a syntax test for advanced from Oxford
University Press, a writing test, and one test for speaking proficiency were used. There
were four sets of scores total in the data. Calculating the relationship between syntax,
writing, and speaking, was the main objective. Because the data for this study were
guantitative, a correlational/descriptive design was chosen. The researcher then decided
to find a correlation between the students' writing and speaking scores and their syntax
scores based on their scores. Both the t-test and the Pearson correlation demonstrated
that there is no real connection between syntax and speaking or writing. The findings
of this study also demonstrated that there is no difference between the relationship
between syntactic knowledge and speaking proficiency and the relationship between
syntactic knowledge and writing proficiency.

Keywords: “Speaking proficiency, Writing proficiency, Syntactic knowledge,
Grammatical knowledge, Quantitative study”.
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The Effects of Instructor’s Comments on Our Academic
Writing: The Case of Iranian TEFL M. A. Students

Hamed Zarabi?, Nadia Gharani?, Dr. Vahid Ghorbani?®
IM. A. Student in TEFL, Islamic Azad University, Gonbad Kavoos branch
2M. A. Student in TEFL, Islamic Azad University, Gonbad Kavoos branch
3Ph.D. of ELT, Instructor at Islamic Azad University of Gonbad Kavoos

Abstract

Academic writing is a significant component of all graduate programs, but the majority
of students lack the necessary writing skills. This problem is especially frustrating for
M. A. students who have to write academic articles in English because it necessitates
time-consuming, extracurricular work that can occasionally be infuriating. The goal of
the current study was to determine how 10 Iranian M. A. students' attitudes were
affected by an instructor's feedback on their writing practices. The participants were
TEFL candidates in Gonbad Kavoos, Iran. Phases of the course's procedure included
receiving and putting into practice teacher feedback on the texts' rationality, content,
consistency, tone, and grammar, as well as sending their finished writing assignments
by deadlines. Each student had a schedule for in-person discussions about their
progress. According to the results, the students believed that the teaching method helped
them improve their writing abilities. The implications include creating a forum for oral
feedback between teachers and students to supplement written feedback, fostering a
sense of responsibility in students by helping them to self-organize, and recognizing
that graduate students may require assistance with very fundamental writing abilities
and knowledge.

Keywords: “Writing proficiency, Academic writing, Teacher’s feedback, Article
writing, M. A. students”.
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"Instruction' as a determining factor in the development of
intercultural communication in Iranian language teachers

Vahid Ghorbani! , Hamid Reza Dowlatabadi?
Phd candidate at arak university
2Assistant professor at arak university

Abstract

This paper explored the effect of instruction on the intercultural communicative
competence (ICC) level of Iranian language teachers in four dimensions of intercultural
communicative competence, that is, skills, attitude, knowledge and awareness. One
hundred language teachers were chosen through convenience sampling for this study
and divided into two groups of experienced and novice teachers based on their teaching
experience. All participants were chosen from state schools in Golestan province. They
all taught English at English institutes and high schools. Oxford placement test and ICC
questionnaire were run to find the language proficiency level and ICC level of language
teachers respectively. ICC questionnaire was run before and after instruction to
determine the effect of instruction on ICC. The instruction lasted for 20 hours in ten
sessions. The results of the study disclosed that the teachers' level of language
proficiency was upper-intermediate. Also, it was revealed that instruction was effective
as the ICC level of the teachers was below average before instruction and their ICC
level was improved after instruction. So, the results of this study showed that
instruction had an eye-catching effect on the improvement of four dimensions of
intercultural communicative competence of language teachers.

Key words: attitude, awareness, intercultural communicative communication (ICC),
knowledge, novice /experienced teachers, skills
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